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CONFIDENTIAL SAIGON 15476 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: SREF, SWEL, MOPS, CA, VS 

SUBJ: NEWLY- ARRIVED KHMER REFUGEES TELL OF FIGHTING BETWEEN VC/NVA 
AND KI 

FOLLOWING CABLE SENT ACTION AMEMBASSY SAIGON INFO USSAG NAKHON 
PHANOM AMEMBASSY PHNOM PENH 25 AUG FROM AMCONSUL CAN THO 
BEING REPEATED FOR YOUR INFO. 

QUOTE 
CAN THO 0677 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: SREF, SWEL, MOPS, CA, VS 

SUBJECT: NEWLY- ARRIVED KHMER REFUGEES TELL OF FIGHTING 
BETWEEN VC/NVA AND KI 

1. SOME 2500 CAMBODIAN REFUGEES FROM KAMPOT PROVINCE HAVE LEFT 
THEIR HOME AREAS IN THE WAKE OF FRICTION THERE BETWEEN VC/NVA 
TROOPS AND KHMER INSURGENTS (KI), ACCORDING TO ONE GROUP OF 
REFUGEES. ABOUT 350 OF THESE REFUGEES ARE NOW IN THANH KHANH 
HOA VILLAGE IN WESTERN TINH BIEN DISTRICT, CHAU DOC PROVINCE. 

THE OTHERS (367 FAMILIES, 2138 PEOPLE) ARE AT TWO LOCATIONS IN 
HA TIEN DISTRICT, KTF.N GIANG PROVINCE: XA XIA PAGODA (VS 4150) 

AND THACH DONG HAMLET (VS 4350). ALL THE REFUGEES ARRIVED IN 
VIETNAM IN EARLY AUGUST. 
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2. THE TANH KHANH HOA REFUGEES TOLD THE CHAU DOC PROVINCE 
REPRESENTATIVE AUGUST 21 THAT THEY ARE FARMERS FROM KAMPOT 
PROVINCE. THEY SAID THEY LEFT BECAUSE OF VC/NVA-KI FIGHTING AND 
THE CONTINUING EXPLOSIVE AND UNCERTAIN ATMOSPHERE THAT PREVAILS 
BETWEEN THE TWO SIDES. THE REFUGEES SEEM NOT TO HAVE MADE AN 
UNDULY HURRIED EXIT, SINCE THEY BROUGHT WITH THEM CATTLE, RICE, 

AND SOME POSSESSIONS. THEY STATED THAT THE VC/NVA THEY MET ON 
THEIR JOURNEY DID NOT CARE WHETHER THEY WENT INTO VIETNAM, BUT 
THE KI DID NOT WANT THEM TO GO. THE REFUGEES SAID THAT BOTH THE 
VC/NVA AND KI NOW HAVE MANY JEEPS, TRUCKS AND HONDAS CAPTURED 
FROM THE FANK AND ARE ABLE TO PATROL MORE EXTENSIVELY THAN 
BEFORE. 

3. ADDITIONAL INFORMATION ON THE REFUGEES CAME FROM NEW YORK 

TIMES CORRESPONDENT FOX BUTTERFIELD WHO VISITED THE THANH KHANH HOA 
REFUGEE SITE AUGUST 24. BUTTERFIELD TOLD CONGEN OFFICERS THAT 
REFUGEES TOLD HIM THEIR VILLAGE IN FAR NORTHERN KAMPOT PROVINCE 
HAD QUARTERED NVA SOLDIERS SINCE THE 

FALL OF SIHANOUK. RECENTLY, THEY SAID, KHMER LIBERATION (I.E., KI) 

SOLDIERS CAME TO THE VILLAGE AND TRIED TO MAKE THE NVA LEAVE. 

THE KI TOLD THE PEOPLE "WE MUST GET ALL THE VIETNAMESE OUT 
OF OUR COUNTRY", AND COMPLAINED THAT THE VIETNAMESE DO NOTHING 
FOR THE CAMBODIANS, BUT ONLY TAKE FROM THEM. WHEN THE NVA 
REFUSED TO LEAVE, FIGHTING BROKE OUT WHICH, ACCORDING TO THE 
REFUGEES, LEFT "MANY DEAD. IT WAS FROM THIS SITUATION THAT 
THE REFUGEES SOUGHT TO ESCAPE. 

4. BUTTERFIELD NOTED THAT THE REFUGEES WITH WHOM HE HAD SPOKEN 
WERE PEASANTS WITH NO EXPERIENCE OUTSIDE THEIR OWN VILLAGE; THAT 
THEY MADE NO DISTINCTION BETWEEN VC AND NVA BUT LUMPED THEM 
TOGETHER AS "VIETNAMESE"; AND THAT THEY SEEMED NO MORE 
SYMPATHETIC TO THE KI THAN TO THE NVA. 

5. THE BA TIEN REFUGEES, WHO ARRIVED IN VIETNAM FROM JULY 28 
TO AUGUST 6, SAY THEY LEFT CAMBODIA BECAUSE OF KHMER ROUGE 
HARASSMENT. THEY CLAIM THE INSURGENTS STOLE FROM THEM, FORCED 
THEIR YOUNG MEN TO FIGHT OR CULTIVATE FOOD FOR THEM, AND 
IMPRESSED OLDER MEN AS PORTERS. OUR KIEN GIANG DEVELOPMENT 
REPRESENTATIVE REPORTS THE VIETNAMESE SOCIAL WELFARE SERVICE 
AND RED CROSS ARE BOTH AT WORK AIDING THE NEW ARRIVALS. LEHMANN 
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